FOSSE VILLAGES NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
JOINT WORKING BOARD
1 October 2013
Interim Housing Provision Policy Statement
Project Manager’s Report
1.
1.1.

Purpose of Report
To provide Members of the Joint Working Board with an opportunity to
approve the housing provision for each of the Fosse Villages.

2.

Recommendation

The Joint Working Board is recommended to approve the Interim
Housing Provision Policy Statement (Appendix 2).
3.
3.1.

Matters for Consideration
At its meeting of 4 June 2013, the Joint Working Board agreed a Draft Interim
Housing Provision Policy Statement for the purposes of consultation. The
Interim Housing Provision Statement was subsequently published for
consultation for a period of 6 weeks that ran from 7 July 2013 to 19 August
2013. The Fosse Village parish council and meetings were consulted together
with Leicestershire County Council, Blaby District Council, District Councillors,
the County Councillor, Department for Communities and Local Government,
Environment Agency, English Heritage, Natural England, Leicestershire and
Rutland Wildlife Trust, Highways Agency, Leicestershire and Rutland Rural
Community Council, local primary and secondary schools, local GPs, NHS
Leicestershire County and Rutland, Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council,
Harborough District Council, Rugby Borough Council, Warwickshire County
Council, adjoining parish councils, Narborough Parish Council, Kilby Parish
Council, Leicestershire Police, Network Rail, East Midlands Trains, relevant
electricity and gas companies, relevant sewerage and water undertakers, faith
groups, local businesses, East Midlands Housing Association, Federation of
Small Businesses, Sport England, housebuilders, land agents, Country
Landowners Association, NFU, Andrew Robathan MP and various community
groups. The Statement was also made available on the Fosse Villages
website.

3.2.

Representations were received from:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Bidwells on behalf of David Wilson Homes East Midlands
Blaby District Council
Croft Parish Council
English Heritage
Highways Agency
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▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Leicestershire Police
Marrons on behalf of Westleigh Developments
Natural England
NHS England (Leicestershire and Lincolnshire Area)
Sport England

3.3.

These representations are summarised at Appendix 1 together with the full
representations from Blaby District Council, David Wilson Homes and
Westleigh Developments. Each representation has been considered and
changes to the Statement recommended where appropriate.

3.4.

The revised Interim Statement is set out at Appendix 2 with revisions marked.
The Statement identifies a suitable housing allocation for each of the Fosse
Villages, having regard to the adopted Core Strategy, the latest housing land
supply information, the Blaby Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
and representations made during consultation. This statement will guide the
preparation of the Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan, and the housing site
identification process in particular.

3.5.

It should be noted that further revisions may be necessary, especially if the
planning application for 67 dwellings at land off Denman Lane, Huncote is
allowed on appeal.
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Appendix 1: Housing Supply April 2013
Representor

Summary of Representation

Comment

Proposed Change

Bidwells on behalf of David
Wilson Homes East Midlands

We strongly object that the Draft Interim
Housing Provision Policy Statement would
help guide development management
decisions within Blaby District Council.
The Policy Statement fails to conform to
national or district planning policy and as
such would hold no weight in the
determination of planning applications.
The recently adopted Blaby District Local
Plan (Core Strategy) clearly established
that the housing numbers for the Medium
Central Villages and the Smaller Villages
should not be disaggregated by each
settlement.
Rather, sustainable locations for
development should be allowed to come
forward. With specific reference to
Sapcote, it is therefore inappropriate to
state that the balance required is '0'. The
Local Plan (Core Strategy) finds that the
remaining balance for the Medium Central
Villages of 259 dwellings is considered a
suitable measure of requirement. It is
however important to note that this is a
minimum requirement and additional
housing may come forward through the
planning process. The approach used by
the Draft Interim Housing Provision is
therefore not considered to be a policy
compliant approach.

The Interim Housing Provision
Statement is in conformity with the
Blaby Core Strategy as it provides for
at least the number of houses
required by Policy CS5. The
Statement is a material consideration
in the determination of planning
applications although the weight to be
attached to it is a matter of judgement
for the decision taker.
Policy CS5 does not say that the
housing provision should not be
disaggregated to individual
settlements.
Notwithstanding, there has been no
objection to the planning application
for 90 dwellings at Grace Road,
Sapcote (Ref: 13/0592/1/PX) from
Sapcote Parish Council. Therefore, it
is considered that the minimum
housing provision for Sapcote be
increased and the residual
requirement for the other Medium
Central Villages be reduced
accordingly.

The minimum housing provision for
Sapcote be increased by 90dw.
The residual housing requirement for
the Medium Central Villages be
reduced by 90dw (to be met by Cosby
and Littlethorpe).
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Representor

Summary of Representation

Comment

Proposed Change

Blaby District Council

The Interim Housing Provision Statement
(July 2013) represents positive progress
in the production of the Fosse Villages
Neighbourhood Plan.
The minimum requirements set out in this
statement are considered to be in
accordance with the adopted Blaby
District Local Plan (Core Strategy) (2013).
In terms of aiding development
management decisions made by Blaby
District Council, once this statement is
adopted by the Fosse Villages
Neighbourhood Plan group, it can be
submitted as a response to planning
application consultations, when relevant.
However, it must be noted that this
statement can only carry limited weight.
Request an increase in the Croft Housing
number to 45

Noted

No change

It is considered that the minimum
housing provision for Croft be
increased in accordance with the
Parish Council’s wishes. The residual
requirement for the other Medium
Central Villages be reduced
accordingly.
Noted

The minimum housing provision for
Croft be increased by 15dw.
The residual housing requirement for
the Medium Central Villages be
reduced by 15dw (to be met by Cosby
and Littlethorpe).

Croft Parish Council

English Heritage

We have no detailed comments to make
on this, at this time. Future site allocations
within these areas will need to take into
account historic environment attributes,
including heritage assets. We are happy
to provide further advice on these as
allocations are identified.
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No change

Representor

Summary of Representation

Comment

Proposed Change

Highways Agency

Given the location of the Fosse Villages
and the scale of proposed the housing
provision, it is not anticipated the proposal
will have a significant impact on the
strategic road network and in particular
the A5, M1 and M69. Therefore under the
circumstance the Highways Agency have
no specific comments to make.
The Neighbourhood Plan should conform
to the Councils Core Strategy and Police
were fully involved in the preparation of
this and supported it through Examination.
Policies therein and the content of the
accompanying Infrastructure Plan seek to
keep Policing infrastructures in step with
growth planned across the borough in the
years to come.
Growth of the scale you are allocating is
unlikely to attract Police s106 contribution
requests.

Noted

No change

Noted

No change

Leicestershire Police
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Representor

Summary of Representation

Comment

Proposed Change

Marrons on behalf of Westleigh
Developments

The Draft Statement cannot be given any
significant weight in development
management decisions made by Blaby
District Council.
As currently drafted the Draft Statement
appears to attempt to restrict additional
residential development in the Medium
Central Villages within the Neighbourhood
Area. Such an approach is inconsistent
with the Core Strategy and with the
NPPF.
In the event that the Draft Statement does
not attempt to restrict residential
development within the Medium Central
Villages (or Smaller Villages), it could be
considered to be consistent with the Core
Strategy and the NPPF although its lack
of status would still dictate that it could not
be given any significant weight in
development management control
decisions.

No change

Natural England

Thank you for consulting Natural England
on the housing provision statement for the
Fosse villages. We do not have any
comments on the proposed housing
figures but we would be pleased to offer
advice when there are site specific
proposals to consider.

The Interim Housing Provision
Statement is in conformity with the
Blaby Core Strategy as it provides for
at least the number of houses
required by Policy CS5. The
Statement is a material consideration
in the determination of planning
applications although the weight to be
attached to it is a matter of judgement
for the decision taker.
A planning application for 67
dwellings, associated infrastructure,
open space and landscaping at land
off Denman Lane, Huncote (Ref:
12/0138/1/OX) was refused by Blaby
District Council and an appeal has
been lodged.
Huncote is not considered to be a
suitable location for further large-scale
housing development due to its limited
services and facilities and poor
transport infrastructure.
Noted
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No change

Representor

Summary of Representation

Comment

Proposed Change

NHS England (Leicestershire
and Lincolnshire Area)

With the exception of Sapcote and
Sharnford, there is no GP surgery located
in the villages listed above and therefore
the growth in these villages will impact on
the GP practices in Narborough,
Broughton Astley and Stoney Stanton
which in turn will already need to manage
the proposed growth in the immediate
vicinity of each surgery.
The Stoney Stanton GP practice is in the
process of identifying how it can expand
its surgery facility based on the population
growth from past and current housing
approvals. However, neither the
Narborough nor Broughton Astley practice
is able to expand further on their existing
site. The Limes Medical Practice at
Narborough has identified some small
scale internal reconfiguration to expand
capacity but the Broughton Astley practice
has identified significant issues managing
any growth.
No comment

Noted

No change

Noted

No change

Sport England
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Appendix 2:
Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan
Interim Housing Provision Policy Statement

Neighbourhood Plans
1

The 2011 Localism Act has given communities a new right to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan.
This new right is aimed at giving local communities genuine opportunities to influence the
future of the places where they live. Decisions on planning applications must take account of
neighbourhood plans.

The Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan Area
2

The Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan area comprises the following 11 Parishes which are
situated in the south-west part of Blaby District, Leicestershire:

Parish Councils
Croft, Elmesthorpe, Huncote, Sapcote, Sharnford, Stoney Stanton and Thurlaston

Parish Meetings
Aston Flamville, Leicester Forest West, Potters Marston and Wigston Parva
3

The Fosse Villages were designated as a Neighbourhood Area on 21 February 2013

Blaby Local Plan (Core Strategy)
4

We don’t have a free hand over how the plan is prepared. It must have regard to the
National Planning Policy Framework and the development plan for the area- the Blaby Local
Plan (Core Strategy). Our Neighbourhood Plan will cover the same period as the Blaby Local
Plan i.e. to 2029.

5

With the exception of Stoney Stanton, the Core Strategy contains no specific housing
provision for each of the Fosse Villages. Instead, Huncote, Croft and Sapcote (including ‘The
Limes’) are grouped with the other Medium Central Villages of Littlethorpe and Cosby.
Elmesthorpe, Sharnford and Thurlaston, along with Kilby are Smaller Villages. Aston
Flamville, Leicester Forest West, Potters Marston and Wigston Parva are not sustainable
locations for further development.

6

To help guide the level of housing to be provided in each of the Fosse Villages, we have
prepared this Interim Policy Statement. This will be used to guide the selection of housing
sites in villages through the preparation of the Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan and will
help development management decisions made by Blaby District Council.

7

In setting the housing provision we have had regard to the Core Strategy, the housing supply
situation at April 2013, the availability of housing sites as set out in the Blaby Strategic
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Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and representations received during
consultation on an earlier Draft version of this Statement.
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Having regard to housing completions and commitments at 1 April 2013, the minimum
housing provision for each of the Fosse Villages will be:
Rural Centre

Stoney Stanton

Minimum
Housing Provision
2013-2029
413

Total built and
committed (as at 1
April 2013)
413

Balance Required
2013-2029

Minimum
Housing Provision
2013-2029
77
140
415

Total built and
committed (as at 1
April 2013)
32
129
325

Balance Required
2013-2029

Minimum
Housing Provision
2013-2029
20
25
20

Total built and
committed (as at 1
April 2013)
11
11
17

Balance Required
2013-2029

0

Medium Central Villages

Croft
Huncote
Sapcote

45
11
90

Smaller Villages

Elmesthorpe
Sharnford
Thurlaston

9
14
3

This minimum housing provision will met by the allocation of suitable sites in the Fosse
Villages Neighbourhood Plan.
No further housing provision will be made in Aston Flamville, Leicester Forest West,
Potters Marston or Wigston Parva.

Note
Having regard to the Blaby Local Plan (Core Strategy) Policy CS5 and housing supply at 1 April 2013,
the residual housing requirement for the Medium Central Villages will be 77 dwellings to be met by
Cosby and Littlethorpe. The residual housing provision for the Smaller Villages will be 10 dwellings to
be met by Kilby.
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